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KING
WHERE WE TREAT YOU LIKE
ROYALTY

CALL OUR SERVICE
DEPARTMENT TODAY AT

800.388.2897 TO
SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT

MOTORCRAFT  
BRAKES

EARN MORE
FORDPASS REWARD POINTS

Ⓡ

PURCHASE MOTORCRAFT BRAKE
PADS WITH INSTALL & EARN 2,000

FORDPASS POINTS
 

PURCHASE MOTORCRAFT BRAKE
PAD & ROTOR REPLACEMENT &
EARN 6,000 FORDPASS POINTS

*OFFER VAILD FROM 07.01.2023 TO 09.30.2023

Tire Rotation & Pressure Check, Brake
Inspection, Battery Test, Vehicle
Checkup, Fluid Top-Off, Filter Check, &
Belts & Hoses Check
*UP TO SIX (6) QUARTS OF MOTORCRAFT OIL &
MOTORCRAFT OIL FILTER. MOTORCRAFT IS A
REGISTERED TRADEMARK OF FORD MOTOR COMPANY.
SEE PARTICIPATING USA DEALERSHIP FOR EXCLUSIONS
& DETAILS UNTIL 12.31.2023

THE WORKS Ⓡ

SYNTHETIC BLEND OIL CHANGE
AND MORE | ONLY $49.95 |

BUY 4 SELECT TIRES &
EARN UP TO A $100 REBATE

OR 31,000 POINTS
 

*REBATE BY MAIL AND POINTS ARE FORDPASS [$155 VALUE]
07.01.2023 TO 08.31.2023

By Todd Forrest
Sports Editor
sports@nganews.com

Softball: Lady Panthers open Friday with high expectations

Union County softball’s 
bid for consecutive region titles 
and a third straight Elite Eight 
appearance gets underway in 
Lumpkin County on Friday, 
Aug. 4.

The Lady Panthers and 
second-year skipper Carissa 
Owenby return six full-time 
starters off a 20-8 squad that ran 
roughshod over Region 8-AA in 
2022. Union finished the year 
9-0 in region play, outscoring 
the opposition 110-27. 

The Lady Panthers ended 
an 11-year region title drought 
while notching 20 wins for the 
first time since 2015. As a result, 
the program recorded back-to-
back Elite Eight appearances for 
the first time since 2010.

Headlining the 2023 
squad is the senior battery of ace 
right-hander Sierra Burnette and 
backstop Gracie Gladding. Bur-
nette enters her third year as the 
team’s top arm, while Gladding 
joins her as another three-year 
starter behind the plate.

After smacking a clutch 
home run during the 2021 Sweet 
16 that broke Union’s six-year 
Elite-Eight drought, Gladding’s 
late-inning heroics propelled 
Union to a 3-2 region win in 
its second meeting vs. Banks 
County on Sept. 20, 2022. With 
her team trailing 2-1 in the 
bottom of the sixth, Gladding 
belted a two-run bomb deep into 
the left field parking lot -- all but 
clinching the Lady Panthers’ 
Region 8-AA title.

Burnette, with her team-
leading .453 average in 2022, is 
no slouch at the plate either and 
will likely return to the lead-
off spot in the Lady Panthers’ 
lineup. Burnette and Gladding 
proved to be Banks County 
killers last fall, going a com-
bined 9-for-21 at the dish with 
11 RBIs and four homers over 

three meetings.
Gladding went on to fin-

ish the year with a .423 average 
and a team-best .554 OBP.

In the circle, Burnette’s 
banner performance came dur-
ing a one-hit shutout of Provi-
dence on Sept. 15, recording 
9 Ks in the 9-0 victory. She 
finished 2022 with a 2.53 ERA 
and a 1.10 WHIP.

Union County’s most 
glaring question mark is in the 
infield, where two departing 
seniors -- 1B/3B Jaycee Seabolt 
and second-baseman Chloe 
Potts -- held down the right side 
of the diamond. The senior duo 
played a pivotal role in Union’s 
Elite-Eight run a year ago, each 
homering in a 10-8 come-from-
behind playoff victory over 
Murray County.

However, the Lady Pan-
thers bring back junior corner-
infielder Sloane Dyer and senior 
shortstop Georgia Patton.

Dyer went 4-for-4 with 
3 RBIs in Union’s Elite-Eight-
clinching win over Murray 
County. Patton, meanwhile, led 
the way at the plate in Union 
County’s 9-0 win over Provi-
dence, going 3-for-3 with 3 
RBIs.

Left-fielder Caroline 
Karnes graduated following a 
breakout senior campaign in 
2022, leaving seniors Katie 
Byers and Jewell Massey in 
centerfield and right field, re-
spectively. Sophomore Peyton 
Grisham also split time with 
Massey in the outfield.

Byers, one of the best 
defensive outfielders in north-

east Georgia, took her offensive 
skills to another level in 2022. 
During a 14-9 road victory in 
the third and final meeting with 
Banks County, Byers was one 
of four Lady Panthers to homer, 
joining Burnette, Gladding and 
Seabolt during a 3-for-5 perfor-
mance that included three runs 
and a stolen base. She finished 
the year with four homers.

Massey went 2-for-3 in 
Union’s walk-off victory over 
Dawson County on Aug. 20, 
2022. As for Grisham, she 
opened her freshman year pri-
marily as a courtesy runner but 
worked her way into a more sig-
nificant role during September 
and October.

According to Owenby, 
the preseason frontrunners to fill 
the voids left by Karnes, Plott 

and Seabolt are senior Brooklyn 
Brown, junior Makayla Souther, 
sophomores Grisham and Del-
aney Moses (Towns County 
transfer), plus freshmen Izzy 
Anthros and Zadie Diaz.

Backing up Burnette in 
the pitcher’s circle are three un-
derclassmen: Sophomores Ayla 
Jamison, Jaslyn Roberts and the 
freshman Diaz.

Others vying for playing 
time in 2023 are junior Lily 
Helton, sophomores Zady Lud-
lum, Zoie Parmley and fresh-
men Jules Dyer, Ella Akins and 
McKenna Hood.

Elsewhere in 8-AA, 
Banks County’s run of three-
consecutive region titles ended 
in 2022. After coming within 
one win of the Elite Eight last 
year, the Leopards will feature a 

The senior duo of pitcher/DH Sierra Burnette (left) and catcher Gracie Gladding (right) hit six homers each in 2022 to tie for the team lead. Burnette 
also posted a 2.53 ERA in the pitcher’s circle, while Gladding logged a pair of 5-RBI games at the plate. Photo/Todd Forrest

new coaching staff in 2023 and 
must replace eight seniors (six 
starters), including three-year 
ace Jacie Ayers and No. 2 arm 
Lindsey Crawford.

Providence Christian fin-
ished a distant third in 8-AA, 
dropping three contests apiece 
to Union and Banks. The Storm 
welcome back their top pitch-
er in 2023, but the biggest 
concern will be on offense. 
The Providence lineup stag-
gered to an anemic .336 OPS 
against the Lady Panthers, 
getting outscored 27-2 in three 
games while finishing 7-for-
52 at the plate and slashing 
.135/.182/.154 vs. Burnette.

Providence struck out 21 
times in 55 plate appearances 
and collected only one extra-
base hit in the three meetings vs. 
Union County last fall. 

Additionally, the Storm 
bats went cold vs. Ayers and 
Banks County, compiling only 
one run in three matchups.

East Jackson brought up 
the rear in the four-team region 
-- Athens Academy and Fel-
lowship Christian don’t have 
softball programs -- going 0-9 
in region play while being 
outscored 169-26 vs. 8-AA op-
position. Although, with only 
three seniors and seven 9th/10th 
graders on last year’s roster, 
the Eagles should see a vast 
improvement in 2023.

In other news, Union 
County hosted its annual Par-
ents vs. Players game (won by 
the parents, 14-6) on Thursday, 
July 27. The event featured a 
cookout and player lock-in. 

Union County begins the 
2023 season Friday at Lumpkin 
County. The JV will play at 4:30 
p.m. with varsity to follow.

The Lady Panthers host 
Lumpkin County on Tuesday, 
Aug. 8, in a special home-open-
er featuring a meet-and-greet 
with the players and other fun 
activities for kids. 

Region play opens  Sept. 
7 vs. Banks County.

Union County softball parents, coaches and others faced off against the Lady Panthers on Thursday, July 27. Photo/Kelly Helton

Senior shortstop Georgia Patton hit .392 in 2022 - third highest among 
returning players. Photo/Todd Forrest

Senior Katie Byers, already a superb defender and base stealer, added 
the long ball last year, belting four homers in 2022. Photo/Todd Forrest

Senior Brooklyn Brown is among the frontrunners to take over one of 
the vacated spots on the infield. Photo/Todd Forrest

Senior outfielder Jewell Massey is returning to the right-handed batter’s 
box this fall according to Coach Owenby. Photo/Todd Forrest
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Mountain Gymnastics closes 2022-23 with two State Championships

By Blake Lynch
Racing Reporter
North Georgia News

Mountain Gymnastics 
Center crowned two AAU 
Level 2 State Champions, 
Lorelei Whitney on vault and 
Jaxi-Jule Taylor on vault, 
floor and all-around at the 
AAU State Meet in Carrollton 
during the spring.

Each girl competed at 
their level against girls in 
their age division from the 
entire state of Georgia. MGC 
had other placers at State as it 
wrapped up the AAU season 
that weekend.

On May 5-6 ,  MGC 
traveled to Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida for USAG Xcel Re-
gionals and qualified three: 
Addison Harkins (Xcel Gold), 

Shaylynne Davis (Xcel Gold), 
and Emma Schuette (Xcel 
Platinum). Regionals follow 
state because the girls are 
competing against a region of 
the United States. These girls 
competed against gymnasts  
from Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Alabama, Tennessee, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, 
Florida and Georgia. 

Harkins and Davis both 
had fantastic meets with Hark-
ing tied for seventh on floor, 
and Davis finishing tied for 
ninth on bars and fifth on 
floor.  

Schuette qualified for 
the Georgia State Team -- the 
first from MGC to qualify for 

a State Team. She competed 
against the best of the best 
from the eight states. There 
were eight gymnasts on the 
Georgia State Team. The top 
four scores from those gym-
nasts on each event counted 
toward the overall team score. 
Schuette’s vault, beam, and 
floor scores were all counted 
toward the Georgia State 
Team score. Georgia placed 
third overall as a team and 
Schuette also placed in each 
event out of the top 32 of the 
senior division in the team 
competition. She placed tied 
for eighth on vault and bars, 
tied for seventh on beam and 
tied for 13th on floor -- good 

enough for fifth all-around. 
This is such a huge accom-
plishment for Emma.

We had  a  fan tas t ic 
2022-2023 season at MGC 
and are already working hard 
for another great season to 
come. Individual scores are 
as follows.

AAU State Level 2: 
Taylor - vault 9.235 (1st), 
bars 8.65, beam 8.825, floor 
9.275 (1st), all around 36.075 
(1st). Austen Garrett - vault 
9.2 (T-4th), bars 8.95, beam 
9.4 (T-4th), floor 9.1 (5th) all 
around 36.65 (5th). 

Scarlett Munn - vault 
9.075, bars 9.05, beam 9.275 
(T-5th), floor 9.15, all around 

Mountain Gymnastics Center gymnasts (L-R): Lorelei Whitney, Jaxi-Jule Taylor and Emma Schuette
36.55 (6th). Hope Wright - 
vault 8.9, bars 8.6, beam 8.9, 
floor 9.0 (3rd), all around 35.4 
(9th). Whitney - vault 9.225 
(1st), bars 8.825, beam 8.425, 
floor 8.9 (4th), all around 
35.375 (10th). 

Mattie Kate Alexander 
- vault 8.7, bars 8.4, beam 
9.275 (4th), floor 8.75 (6th), 
all around 35.125 (11th). So-
phia Beaver - vault 8.475, bars 
8.65, beam 8.475, floor 8.65, 
all around 34.25 (12th). 

Aria Beaudoin - vault 
8.85 (8th), bars 8.9, beam 8.7, 
floor 7.875, all around 34.325 
(14th). Camilla Duello - vault 
7.8, bars 8.4, beam 8.525, 
floor 8.425, all around 33.15 

(15th).
AAU Xcel Silver: Lu-

cie Burgess - vault 8.85 (T-
10th), bars 9.15, beam 9.35 
(6th), floor 9.05 (T-9th), all 
around 36.4 (T-11th). Mad-
elyn Primeaux - vault 8.7, 
bars 9.325, beam 9.3 (T-7th), 
floor 9.05 (T-9th), all around 
36.375 (12th).

Ellenore Perrone - vault 
8.6, bars 9.25, beam 8.725, 
floor 9.05 (T-9th) all around 
33.825 (T-12th). Baylor Sul-
livan - vault 8.525, bars 7.95, 
beam 8.575, floor 8.775 (5th), 
all around 33.825 (14th).

Caroline Thomas con-
tributed to this article.

Union County Football’s annual 
Meet the Panthers Thursday at 6 p.m.

Local Racing: Tri-County hosts 
Schaefer Oil Southern National Series

There was racing under 
the lights Thursday night at 
Tri-County Race Track.

Tri-County  Race Track  
welcomed the Schaefer Oil 
Southern National Series.  This 
series has had to fight with rain 
at many tracks and Tri- County 
was no different.

Super Late Model: No. 

20 Jimmy Owens took home 
$7,553 and the win. No. 7 
Ricky Weiss was second.  No. 
79 Donald McIntosh. No. 93 
Carson Ferguson was fourth.  
No. 17M Dale McDowell 
placed fifth.

Open Wheel: The win-
ner was No. 22 Matt Sandifer. 
No. 55 Brad Sosebee was 
second.

Crown Vic: The winner 
was No. 62  Chuck Sisum.  No. 
11 Ricky Dyer was second.  

No. 18X Lucas Beaver was 
third.

6 0 2  L a t e  M o d e l : 
No.117 Dylan Beaver was 
the winner.  No. 50 Charles 
Devine was second.  No.56 
Colton Berrong third. No.100 
Copper Twiggs was fourth. No. 
44 Bobby Elkins came in fifth.  

Unfortunately, then the 
rains came, so FWD and Street 
Stock will race for double 
points and money at the Aug.  
11 race.

UCHS Volleyball 2023 schedule

UCHS 2023 Softball Schedule

UCHS 2023 Football Schedule

This schedule does not include Union County’s scrimmage game at Chestatee on Friday, Aug. 11
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